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a celebration of the roots and reach of American
music, soul music, in all of its forms: blues,
gospel, jazz, country, pop, rhythm and blues,
and rock and roll. It was all born and bred
in America, from Memphis to Motown, from
New Orleans to New York.

In Ken Burns’ new PBS series on baseball,
Gerald Early, a professor at Washington Univer-
sity, says that 2,000 years from now when people
study our civilization, there are only three things
America will be remembered for: the Constitu-
tion, baseball, and jazz. [Laughter] Now, he says
they’re the three most beautifully designed
things our culture has produced and the three
greatest tributes to American improvisation.

Well, wonderful as it is, and even though I
used to teach it, you probably don’t want to
hear my lectures on the Constitution tonight,
and sadly there is no baseball. So we’re left
with music: jazz, rhythm and blues, all the
sounds of America’s soul.

Let’s get on with the show. Thank you, and
welcome to the White House.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:36 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Marilyn Bergman, president, Amer-
ican Society of Composers, Authors, and Pub-
lishers, and Frances Preston, president and chief
executive officer, Broadway Music, Inc.

Nomination for United States District Court Judges
September 22, 1994

The President today nominated the following
three individuals to serve on the U.S. District
Court: John D. Snodgrass for the Northern Dis-
trict of Alabama, Sven E. Holmes for the North-
ern District of Oklahoma, and Vicki Miles-La-
Grange for the Western District of Oklahoma.

‘‘These nominees will be outstanding additions
to the Federal bench,’’ the President said. ‘‘They
bring experience and excellence in the legal pro-
fession.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on Signing the Riegle Community Development and Regulatory
Improvement Act of 1994
September 23, 1994

Thank you so much, Reverend Lawson and
Dave Lollis, for your stories. Thank you, Sec-
retary Bentsen, for your work on this, and thank
you, Secretary Espy and SBA Administrator Er-
skine Bowles, for your work on this important
project.

Ladies and gentlemen, Secretary Bentsen and
I were lamenting when he was up here that
he didn’t have a complete list of all of the Mem-
bers of Congress who were here. I’m going to
try to name everyone I saw. And then I’m going
to ask everybody who is here to stand up so
that you can pick out who you think should
be angry at me for missing. [Laughter] I see
Senator Riegle, who has been mentioned, and
Senator Sarbanes, Senator Mathews, Senator

Kerry, Senator Bennett, Congressman Bacchus,
Congressman Fingerhut, Congressman Flake,
who had so much to do with this legislation,
Congressman Kanjorski, Congressman Kennedy,
Congressman King, Congressman Menendez,
Congressman Neal, Congressman Orton, Con-
gressman Pickle, Congresswoman Lucille Roy-
bal-Allard, Congressman Rush, who had a lot
to do with this legislation, also. I know Con-
gresswoman Velázquez, Congressman Watt. And
I doubtless missed somebody, but would every-
body here from Congress please stand so we
can acknowledge your presence? Who did I
miss? Oh, Congresswoman Waters, Congress-
man Bereuter, Congressman Fields. I missed
five; I apologize to all of you. [Laughter]
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